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Students from tribal areas in awe of city, will tour border villages

NEASAINT

AMRITSAR, FEBRUARY 9
Chunni Lal Patra, 23, is
studying for MSe final
year and he tr4 8ls 30 km
every day from his village
Kanda, on foot or on cycle
on alucky day, toreach his
college. The youngster
hailing from one of the
Naxal-hit areas in Chhat-
tisgarh, takes up odd jobs
to earn some funds for his
education as his family of
six people finds it hard to
survive on the meagre
camings through agricul-
ture and hunting. But ask
him his Biggest achieve-
ment vet, and he replies
smilingly, “Coming to
Amritsar”

Patra is not the only one
in awe of the city, but the
220 other youngsters, who
have come from the areas
infamous for Naxalites
and a population largely
surviving on hope, attend-
ing the §th Tribal Youth
Exchange Convention at
Virsa Vihar here have the

same story to share. Trav-
elling out of their villages
for the first time, some
have not even heard of
Amritsar.

“I had never heard any-
thing about Punjab or any
other city outside my vil-
lage. I never dreamt that I
would be travelling alone
50 far away from home
and speak to strangers,”
shared Rukmini, 20, class
12 student from Balod in
Chhattisgrah. She was
most excited about going
to Golden Temple. “Know-
ing about the concept of
langar, people from all
walks of life having free
food together, was some-
thing new to us. Back
home, we cannot eat or
even  enler  cerfain
places due to caste divi-
sion,” she said.

A lot of things for these |
youngsters were new, like
speaking in English an
watching the refreat
mony and eating Punjel
cuisine. Issues like
ty, hunger, caste discrinfi-

nation, crime and Naxal
movement have become a
way of life for them.

“Often we are asked to o

share our opinion on these |
problems, but we don't
know ‘much as we have |

never been given a chance
to live a life minus these
problems. We have fo
struggle to meet simplest
of our needs like food,

education, health and pro- e

grammes like these help
us to get familiar with sit-

uations outside ours” |3
says Chunni Lal. The |

group will be touring vil-
lages in coming days fo
experience the local cul-
ture, They will be going to
youth clubs, rural commu-
nity and self-help centres
to know about the devel-
opment initiatives by
the government.

Samson Masih from
Nehru Yuva Kendra that is
organising this conven-
tion says that the focus of
the programme remains to

- give the students a sense

of equalify and safety.

v
P bty

Students of a Chhatisgarh schoolperom a dance at the 8th b youth exchange convention at Virsa Vi n At on

Toesday, PHOTD: VSHAL KUMAR

“These children do not ~ they come from. They do
have a sense of equality a m!hmthg'lflid_lhlld

an e caste systs
is prevalent in the are;

in on nities like problem through special-
T ind educa- «ized programmes that
and tion. They are seeking focus on giving them

dve o
Mm?zr:{msh mhesdu‘mlo(he more exposure.”
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“Tribal youth
' exchange

 programme
-, GUWAHATI, Feb 22: A
tribal youth exchange
' programme is scheduled to
.be organised at Group
“Centre, CRPF, Amerigog,
Mile here from Febru-
&y 25 to March 2. ‘
. ¢ The week-long event is
‘being organised by the
NehmYmedean
Guwahati zone, with
p from the Group .
Sentm.CRPFGuwahati in
'collaboration with the Union
MimstryofﬂomeAﬂam
. The basic objective of this
vtommmensmwpm'hal
develop emotional
with their peer
mmotbaputtofthe
‘country and equip them with
‘life skills and employability
skills to develop their
bemmiits

This programme is also
&peazdtohdpapose

:&inde_vemengm

" www.pp.glpublications.in
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